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Being formerly a film student at film 
high school, I have always wanted to 
tell the stories. I was studying how to 
use the film language and pictures, 
and discovering different visual for-
ms. If you want to tell the story by a 
film, you need a crew, loads of equip-
ment, and you spend endless time in 
the editing room. All in all, I wasn’t 
really enjoying the whole group pro-
cess of making a video.

But I remember the moment, when 
I came across the work of street 
photographers like Joel Mayerowitz 
and Garry Winogrand. From that 
moment on, I was sure, I wanted 
to become a photographer. Their 
view on passing strangers and tiny 
details on the street, which regular 
person usually cannot see, was and 
until this day is still really fascinating 
to me. In filmmaking you need to 
stick to certain rules and steps, but 
photography gives you an absolut 
freedom. It gives you a different 
perspective on the outside world. 
Constantly looking for bizarrene-
ss, gestures or some kind of links 
between things are the reasons, why 
I find photography to be the right 
medium for me.

Even though I’m working with both 
film and digital photography in seve-
ral formats these days, analog pho-
tography was always my first choice. 
There is something really special 
about shooting film. Feeling the 
shutter clicks, winding the film, me-
tering the light. Especially, working 
with heavy, medium format camera 
and tripod, the process becomes 
slow and enjoyable. It may sound 
strange, but it’s relaxing, nearly me-
ditative feeling. I am not saying, that 
photography is easier to do, but I 
simply enjoy it more than anything 
else.

I consider my photographs to be 
very subjective. From my early jour-
nals called ‘Just trying to survive’, 
which is about the fictional rela-
tionship, through documentary and 
street photographs to the newest 
series ‘Unportrait’,  I’m trying to 
offer viewers a chance to read pho-
tographs on their own, even if my 
own interpretation of a story may be 
different.

After a few years of taking pictures 
as a young author, I started to be re-
ally depressed that I still didn’t find 
my own visual language. I did not 
find it until this day, but I know that 
it’s an unevitable process, that we all 
have to go through.
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Milan Kundera once said so-
mething about not knowing 
what we want to do in life, 
living our life and perceiving 
everything as it comes. I belie-
ve, it has something to do with 
becoming a photographer. 
And I’m not worried about 
pursuing my own visual langu-
age anymore. The medium of 
photography is like an endless 
universe, where you can dis-
cover and combine different 
approaches, experiment and 
create freely. 

The important thing is to shoot 
as much as possible, read a lot, 
constantly study other pho-
tographs and let yourself go 
with what suits you the best. 
And afterall, you will develop 
your personal language. We 
are all part of those who come 
before.
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Just trying to survive (2013 - 2015)
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Unportrait (2016)



108 Juraj Figura
Student profi le Just trying to survive

109 European Journal of Media, Art & Photography

»



110 Juraj Figura
Student profi le Just trying to survive

111 European Journal of Media, Art & Photography

»

Untitled (2016)
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Untitled 2 (2013 - 2016)
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Untitled 3 (2015 - 2016)
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